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But, colleagues, I would note that we
have to recognize Mr. REID does not op-
erate all on his own. He operates with
the support and empowerment of a
Democratic Caucus that allows this to
occur. We saw this vividly when I made
a motion some weeks ago that would
allow us to take action to stop the ex-
ecutive amnesty. I moved that we
strike his filling the tree, remove it,
clear the amendment tree, and allow
new amendments to be brought up to
stop executive amnesty. That would
have been to bar the executive action,
and every Senate Democrat voted with
Mr. REID—except the Senator from
West Virginia, Mr. MANCHIN—that
would enable the President to go for-
ward with his unlawful amnesty de-
cree. It is unbelievable.

The posture we are in is the House
has passed a bill that would stop the
President from going forward, clearly.
It has already passed the House of Rep-
resentatives. It is sitting on our desk
and the majority leader will not allow
it to be brought up. Why?

He has the votes. Why doesn’t he
bring it up and vote it down? The rea-
son is he wants to protect his Members.
He believes in this policy. He is advo-
cating this policy. But he thinks if he
brings it up for a vote, his Members
might find out that the people back
home are not happy.

More than three-fourths of the Amer-
ican people believe the President is ex-
ceeding his authority if he goes for-
ward with this executive amnesty. So
why can’t we have a vote on it? Be-
cause of politics. Protect our Members.
They don’t need to take tough votes.
Let’s get out of Washington and go
home and play politics in our home
State.

Nobody in the Senate Democratic
Congress has spoken up to support the
House bill. Some pretend or hope the
President won’t do it. What does that
mean? Nothing.

But a vote means something. So let’s
vote. You are either for it or not.

Every Member who supports Mr.
REID—and we will have another vote on
this—is as much a supporter of Presi-
dent Obama’s unlawful amnesty as if
they were sitting in a room helping
him sign the order.

This is the time. It is either stop now
or it may never be stopped. We need to
vote on it. People need to be held ac-
countable. Every American needs to
know where their Senator stands on
the President’s unlawful assumption of
power to violate plain law of the
United States to carry out a political
agenda he has that the American peo-
ple reject. It is that simple. It is about
power and it is about politics and it is
not about what is best for America.

All of us owe our constituents a full,
open, and deliberative process where
the great issues of the day are debated
with their scrutiny and the people’s
scrutiny. We receive their input with
our rights respected, our responsibil-
ities honored, and our Senate strength-
ened in the process and respected in
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the process. The democratic process is
messy sometimes, sometimes conten-
tious, and often difficult, but it is pre-
cisely this legislative tug of war, this
back-and-forth, which forges a national
consensus. People have to stick their
necks out and say what they believe on
important issues facing America.

It is a process our Founders utilized,
men of the Enlightenment they were,
to find what truth is. Truth, they be-
lieve and I believe, is an objective re-
ality. Words have meaning. Principles
are valid. Things are true and things
are false. Their theory was you have a
full and open, robust debate and every-
body says more through that process.
It is the best way for you to tell what
the truth is, and based on what the
truth is you can make a good judgment
for what is best for America. It is the
same theory we use in jury trials:
cross-examination of witnesses, bring
in evidence, 12 good men and women
judge the evidence in an attempt to
find what the truth is.

Some of this crowd today, this post-
modern group, they don’t even believe
in truth, if you want to know the
truth. While secret deals may appear to
keep the trains running on time, they
also keep them running too often in
the wrong direction. Only through a re-
newed, open legislative process carried
out in the full light of day can we clean
up this government, forge a real na-
tional consensus, confront the difficult
choices we face, achieve accountability
in Washington, allow our Senators and
Congressmen to be there on the front
lines and sink or swim on how they
perform.

We are not guaranteed office. The
American people don’t work for us, we
work for them, and to act as we have in
the past returns power thereby to the
everyday citizen.

It is time for us to restore once again
the great Senate of the United States.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quroum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
FUND

Mr. TESTER. Madam President,
some of my colleagues will be coming
to the floor later today to speak about
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund, and I am sorry I am not going to
be able to join them, but LWCF is very
important, especially to Montana, and
so I want to make my voice heard this
morning.

LWCF turned 50 earlier this month.
Passed during the Johnson administra-
tion, LCWF harkens back to the time
when folks reached across the aisle to
conserve our treasured lands—treas-
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ured lands that exist in all corners of
our Nation.

LWCF has contributed to the protec-
tion of well-known places such as
Rocky Mountain National Park and
the Appalachian Trail, but it has also
supported lesser known but equally
spectacular places such as Cherokee
National Forest in Tennessee, Saw-
tooth National Recreation Area in
Idaho, and the Flathead National For-
est in my State of Montana.

America is filled with amazing lands
that make us stand in awe of their
beauty, make us want to go out and ex-
plore, make us want to hunt, fish, and
camp. We must make sure they are pre-
served for our future generations to
enjoy just as we have been able to
enjoy it.

From hunters and anglers to ranch-
ers and sporting goods store owners,
LWCF is a program that simply works.
It uses the funds from offshore oil and
gas receipts for a wide array of con-
servation programs. Some of these pro-
grams increase access to public lands,
others preserve natural resources.

LWCF is also good for the economy.
When people want to get out and enjoy
the outdoors, they buy fly rods, tents,
and hiking boots. The list goes on and
on. Simply put, LWCF is an economic
driver. America’s outdoor economy
generates nearly $650 billion each year
and supports nearly 6 million direct
jobs in many of this Nation’s smallest
communities.

In Montana, a State with only 1 mil-
lion people, outdoor recreation contrib-
utes nearly $6 billion each year to our
economic output and supports some
64,000 jobs in Montana. Outdoor recre-
ation is a part of who we are as Mon-
tanans, and when I drive across the
State, I often see vehicles with stickers
in the back window that say, ‘“‘Get
Lost,” but what those stickers are
really saying is: I am headed to a trail-
head and I am going to get lost in some
of the wild places in Big Sky Country.
This way of life is passed down from
generation to generation and the
LWCF helps us keep our outdoor herit-
age alive.

We have come to expect a vibrant
outdoor economy and amazing places
to explore, but we need to remember
this didn’t happen by accident. It isn’t
by chance that we get to enjoy water
and breathtaking landscapes.

As one of my many heroes Teddy
Roosevelt said: “We are prone to speak
of the resources of this country as in-
exhaustible, this is not so.”

We invest in our majestic national
park system, preserve lands from Alas-
ka to Florida, and we have millions of
people dedicated to conservation na-
tionwide. LWCF is a critical part of our
conservation effort, and if it is not au-
thorized, it will run out at the end of
the next fiscal year. As of right now,
LWCF will stop strengthening our
economy as of October 1, 2015. We must
fund and reauthorize LWCF so our
treasured places can be preserved for
another 50 years and well beyond.
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There is still time to make sure this
critical initiative continues and re-
ceives the full funding it needs. Full
funding for LWCF is supported by both
Republicans and Democrats.

I wish to commend Senators RICHARD
BURR and LINDSEY GRAHAM for their
work on LWCF, and I look forward to
working with them on full funding for
this issue.

I will also push my legislation that
requires 1.5 percent of LWCF funds to
go to increased public access to our
public lands. Making public lands pub-
lic is a smart bill, and I will continue
to fight for it.

There is a strong coalition behind
LWCF, and I believe we can get this
done by working together. Along with
leaders in both the House and the Sen-
ate, we will show the American people
we are still capable of working across
the aisle to preserve our treasured
lands and support our local economies.

Montanans have favorite places to
camp and fish and hike. It may be the
Bitterroot, it may be the Crazies or it
may be the Bob Marshall Wilderness,
but we all love the outdoors. We all
want to make sure our sons and daugh-
ters can enjoy the same beautiful out-
door places that we do today. This is
our legacy.

LWCF is a critical part of making
sure all Americans can continue their
outdoor traditions. It must be around
for another 50 years and beyond.

With that, I thank the Presiding Offi-
cer.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF JOHN R. BASS, A
CAREER MEMBER OF THE SEN-
IOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS
OF MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

NOMINATION OF ERIC T. SCHULTZ,
A CAREER MEMBER OF THE SEN-
IOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS
OF MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

NOMINATION OF THOMAS FRED-
ERICK DAUGHTON, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOR-
EIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA

NOMINATION OF DAVID PRESSMAN
TO BE ALTERNATE REPRESENT-
ATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA FOR SPECIAL PO-
LITICAL AFFAIRS IN THE
UNITED NATIONS, WITH THE
RANK OF AMBASSADOR

NOMINATION OF DAVID PRESSMAN
TO BE AN ALTERNATE REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS DURING HIS TENURE OF
SERVICE AS ALTERNATE REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA FOR SPE-
CIAL POLITICAL AFFAIRS 1IN
THE UNITED NATIONS

NOMINATION OF DEBRA S. WADA
TO BE AN ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF THE ARMY

NOMINATION OF LAURA S.
WERTHEIMER TO BE INSPECTOR
GENERAL OF THE FEDERAL
HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY

NOMINATION OF BRADFORD RAY-
MOND HUTHER TO BE CHIEF FI-
NANCIAL OFFICER, DEPARTMENT
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVEL-
OPMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nominations, which the
clerk will report.
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The bill clerk read the nominations
of John R. Bass, of New York, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Turkey;
Eric T. Schultz, of Virginia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Zambia;
Thomas Frederick Daughton, of Ari-
zona, a Career Member of the Senior
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Namibia; David Pressman, of New
York, to be Alternate Representative
of the United States of America for
Special Political Affairs in the United
Nations, with the rank of Ambassador;
David Pressman, of New York, to be an
Alternate Representative of the United
States of America to the Sessions of
the General Assembly of the United
Nations, during his tenure of service as
Alternate Representative of the United
States of America for Special Political
Affairs in the United Nations; Debra S.
Wada, of Hawaii, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Army; Laura S.
Wertheimer, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Inspector General of the Fed-
eral Housing Finance Agency; and
Bradford Raymond Huther, of Virginia,
to be Chief Financial Officer, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

VOTE ON BASS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of John R.
Bass, of New York, a Career Member of
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Republic of Turkey?

There will be 2 minutes of debate
equally divided prior to a vote on the
nomination.

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, we
yield back the remaining time and I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

Is there a sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) and the Senator from West Vir-

ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) are nec-
essarily absent.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

COONS). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?
The result was announced—yeas 98,
nays 0, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 267 Ex.]
YEAS—98

Baldwin
Barrasso

Alexander
Ayotte

Begich
Bennet
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